
Transportation continues to be a
significant force driving development in
Bloomington’s Airport South District.
Hiawatha Light Rail transit rolled into
town in December with links to the Mall
of America, two airport terminals and
downtown Minneapolis. The
Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport’s multibillion dollar expansion is
also underway. A new runway scheduled
to open in October 2005 and additional
terminal expansion is under
consideration.

McGough’s redevelopment takes
advantage of transportation
improvements by making Bloomington
Central light-rail station the focal point
of its 43-acre project. Mark Fabel, project
manager, said McGough is examining

the economic impacts the
Central Station
redevelopment will have
in the Airport South area.

“The way we position
roads and connections to
the station will encourage
and incorporate retail
around it,” Fabel said.
“Our vision for this
project is to serve as a
magnet and life center for
a dense, mixed-use
district.”

The $700 million redevelopment
proposal integrates 1,100 housing units,
a 200-room, full-service hotel, offices,
retail and a central park in a pedestrian-
friendly environment. The project,
approved by the City Council in
December, will be built in five phases
over seven years. Phase one, scheduled
to begin construction in February,
consists of two 17-story condominium
towers scheduled for completion in
summer 2006.

Assistant City Manager Clark
Arneson said the project is a significant
development for Bloomington.

“McGough’s three million square
foot redevelopment is as important as
the Mall of America from a community
impact standpoint and is comparable in

size to the Mall’s next phase,” Arneson
said. “It is also a unique opportunity to
create a national large-scale model for
transit-oriented development.”

Eligible public infrastructure
improvements associated with the
project will be supported by tax
increment financing. The City Council
and Port Authority will act on a
financing plan this month.

To view an animated version of the
project, visit the City’s Web site at
www.ci.bloomington.mn.us, keywords:
Bloomington Central Station.
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Driver’s license 
gets a makeover
New features help deter
identity theft
The redesigned Minnesota driver’s
license, instruction permit and
identification card are now available at
Bloomington’s Motor Vehicle Office,
9930 Logan Avenue South. Many of the
cards’ new features help deter identify
theft and fraud including fine lines
over the cardholder’s image, larger
print and a red border that identifies
cardholders under age 21. Production of
the new cards began in December
2004. Because the card is issued every
four years, old and new versions of the
driver’s license will be in circulation for
the next several years .

Other services available at Motor
Vehicle include passport application
and photos, license tab renewal and
title transfer of vehicle ownership. For
information, call 952-563-8719.

Early Childhood
Family Center 
International Festival 
of the Arts
Parents and children of all ages
are invited to a multicultural
celebration of diversity through art,
dance, music, storytelling and food on
Saturday, March 5, from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
at Pond Center, 9600 3rd Avenue
South. The festival is an opportunity to
learn more about our community’s
unique cultures including African-
American, Asian, Middle Eastern,
Native American, Hispanic and
European. Cost is a $5 donation per
family. The event is sponsored by the
Early Childhood Family Center’s Parent
Advisory Council. For information, call
Amanda Crombie at 952-888-0998.

Trees for sale
See page 7.
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Photos, both current and historical, will be
incorporated in signs at Bloomington Civic Plaza in
2005. A 1931 photo on a second-floor conference room
highlights great-grandchildren of Gideon H. Pond, one
of the first settlers in Hennepin County. With the
granary just south of the historic Pond House behind
them, Wilson St. Martin, Steven St. Martin, Patricia
Howe and Richard St. Martin posed in a Model T Ford
owned by Hine Pond, one of Gideon’s sons. In 1843,
Gideon built a cabin, school and mission at what is
now Pond-Dakota Mission Park, 401 E. 104th Street. See
page 5. The St. Martin’s grew up in the Gideon Pond
home that was constructed in 1856. The photo is
courtesy of Steven St. Martin, who still lives in
Bloomington. The Pond House image is from the
Bloomington Historical Society archives.

A city snapshot 
Photo murals for Civic Plaza
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Development blossoms along rail line
Dynamic new center for the city started

“Reflections” is the name of the first part
of the Bloomington Central Station
project’s first phase. Sales of the 275
condominiums have been strong.
McGough proposes adding more than
800 residential units in later phases as
the development progresses.

McGough will create a pedestrian-
friendly environment within their
development similar to this streetscape
in Denver.
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